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Biodegradation of thiocyanate and inhibitory interaction
with phenol, ammonia in coking wastewater
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Technology, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China)

Abstract; Thiocyanate (SCN™ ) is one of the main contaminants in coking wastewater and has non-
neglectable contribution to COD, chroma and NH, -N value. The interactive inhibitory reaction of SCN™
with other pollutants would affect the selection of treatment technology and the draining water quality
control. In this study, the SCN™ degradation kinetics was investigated using activated sludge of coking
wastewater. Effects of phenol on SCN~ degradation and SCN™ on nitrification were also studied in order to
assess the interaction of SCN™ with other pollutants. Under specified culture condition, the degradation
rate of SCN™ reached up to 20.15 mg SCN~ « (g MLSS) ' « h™' and the sludge activity was

not significantly affected by the initial concentration of SCN™. The SCN™ degradation process follows the
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Michaelis-Menten model. Experiment results indicated that phenol has toxic inhibition on SCN™

1

degradation, with 738 mg » L.”! phenol, the complete degradation time of 108 mg « L' SCN~ was delayed
from 1.5 h to 20 h. On the other hand, SCN~ also inhibits the nitrification of NH, , especially for the
conversion of nitrite to nitrate, which resulted in the accumulation of NO, . Hence, the inhibitory
interactions of thiocyanate with phenol and ammonia make the treatment of coking wastewater more
complicated and difficult. Thus, for the pollution control of coking wastewater, it should identify the
interaction effects among main contaminants, consider the adaptation of sludge activity with pollutants

concentrations from the point of co-substrate effect or poisonous effect, which would give help in

establishing an optimized biological treatment technology.
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Table 1 Effluent qualities of A,H in coking

wastewater biological treatment system

Water quality Effluent of A Effluent of H

COD/mg « L! 1130—1336 122—132
BOD/mg « L7t 375—429 17—23
phenol/mg « 7! 106—202 0.09-—0. 30
CN™ /mg+ L! 2.72—2.80 0.54-—0.70

NH;{ -N/mg + L! 69—73 57—84
SCN™ /mg « L7! 188—210 0.44—0. 82
S /mg e L1 3.56—3.92 0.53—1.13
oil/mg « L1 7.98—9.42 1.82—7.58
chroma 60—80 60—80
pH 8.02—8.27 8.48—8.74
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Fig. 1 Curve of SCN™ removal rate at different

activated sludge concentrations
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Table 2 Calculation results of SCN™ degradation kinetics model

SCN™ initial

. . Correlation
concentration(S)

SCN™ removal rate

/mg SCN™ « L= 1« h™! coefficient R?

\ (1/9 1/V)

/mg SCN™ « (g MLSS) ' «h™! /mg '+«L /(mgSCN ) !+gMLSS-h

/mg+ L7
112 52. 65 0.999 15. 95 0. 008929 0.062678
320 59. 15 0.995 17.92 0.003125 0. 05579
581 63.24 0.998 19. 16 0.001721 0.052182
960 66. 58 0.995 20. 17 0.001042 0. 049564
( Experimental activated sludge concentration; MLSS=3.3 g+ L',
A R s Vo JE A BRSO B K I »
#; K, N Michaelis-Menten % %0, /R Vi ik — = 20l
KIS R W s S WM. K 2 AR 2 )
SON™ WAV IE S PF F MR S BUR AT R LT S 16
OHR TSRS T SON. IR % SRS 2 1a
WV E S, BERATE 2 P KVE Qe
1/S AT &R 4. T3 1/V=1.545/S+0.0493,  E 10
MEFH R —0.95, WLk V,, —20.28 mg  E 5 |
SN+ GMLSS b L K—slatmee . OF " e of cxpetcotal st
SCN Wb ek TS seN a3 F T model of Ref.[16]
1 W A 5 TR AT b . 3B IR PETS Y SCN | ‘ | ‘ |
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PIAH G . H T SE 00 15k A 0 TR B S 6 7K AR BR B I AN
i), SCHik T i 38 19 SCN R fift 8 7 24 55 4 A7 76 B i
Z % . 16 mg SCN (g VSS) ' « h ', 28 mg
SCN™ « (g VSS) ! « h ' &% 11 mg SCN~ -
(g MLSS) ' « h ' Meiling Z" F| IR & 75 18
R f N S A Bk AN B 8L R K. 4 Michaelis-
MentenJ5 #2115 SCN ™ Rt 0930 J1%% . RIS MBI
BN Vo =8.7 mg SCN™ « (g MLSS) ! »
h™', K,=9.7mg- L', lLHALYE Meiling 9 T
fE. g 3 s, B A AR e s 17 fE Ak R K b B
F4H O BTG PETs U6 . 2K MR AE /K T 1% 57
Ytk . EA A SCNT 3% M 5 5 9 350
25, ALY A LA Y 28 A RE T .
2.2 FEE¥ SCN™ [BEEHMm

i I e b R K e R B A LTS e L oy s S5
PEAN B 20T SCN ™ B fiff 1) 52 el 2 BF 5 it S Ak 40 7 £
PRI K G AL 3 R G v B A R M AN WD AR
e OL 505 A H/KIE G W C A 5 & Bk B
BETl b 4R AR AU B . BT SCN R il 1 52
e, PRI 4 AT, FEE R WIS K, SCN™ %%
SR F R B (B B AE S T, W0 320 mg - L IR R AT

[SCNV/mg-L™!

K 3 SCN™ F&f# ) Michaelis-Menten 3l J 2 45 51
Fig. 3 Michaelis-Menten kinetic model of SCN™~ degradation
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SCN™ iy fi M 23 h ZER % 60 h, #id 625 mg -
LI SCN™ Y REARAT o B A 1k, S, A
SEHe g OL {5 Pk 75 Je [7] ik B A7 w285 ey 1 28 % SCN-
14 R ik e g 7 ) R R 7K S8 0 25 T R e e fi
AR > T . B SR A R B i 52 b 2% o
REJ. XF 530 mg « L1 RATR Ay 28 M 46 0] 6 ofr o
S RE PR R Y SCN ™ FR AR 1 . B ey ok B2 4 M ol T
REPEI 9 FLSREAS LSRR A . %) SCN Y R fif 10
HEH A AEFEZL, 738 mg « L' KB C ff
SCN™ B fift 1) e ) SE K 5 20 h, 24 2% B vk B2 35 3
1148 mg » L "Bf, SCN™ £ i ¥ I 0~2 h Iy
HP e Ry 13.4 mg SCN- « L'« h 'y &
BRA<IK 25065 2~15 ho AP B il R [ 1) 3. 5
mg SCN™ « L™' « h™'; 15~40 h {2 0. 47 mg
SCN™ « L'« h''s 40 h J5 KM RN .
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Fig. 4 Effect of phenol on SCN™ degradation
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Fig. 5 Effect of glucose on SCN™ degradation
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11 H 23 6 5 U8 b AR P ) AR R AR A TR
T, R T LAl SCN - [ e T 2k 223
R AP R, T R R T U P i
A IE R A A 3L TR AR R A AL
A A K A e R IR T 5 SCNT 1 R fife 3 7= A 38
FIR B4 . A H SR X SCN - [ ARt 1 30 il J& 75
IR e G s, WA T O1 155 A KRG
TR PRI AS ) R 2 B AT X BRSE , S5 A
Bl S Fis . 25 5 WdcE B B )R 1 7 6 0 ) SCN-
Wi i 02 238 T 7 A 1 5 T L A 0 B A A e U A 3
ER . 754 O1 15 AE SR IR B ¥k £ 500 mg « L
A BRI & 2 KG9 30 d 5, FEGE TS
el Ek AL B A oK, K BLZ IR KR S
O1 5 P A PR R 50 o B 2R W B AR 0s 1. 2 h WK

RPFEf#5E 4, i 115 mg « L' SCN™ 7EBE R £ 4 d
G EBEFRET 1%, B O1 75 98 I K AE M A 58 7
W Je e i R SCN™ i & 58 42 2k & T4 X SCN™
1 % A 06 1k o RO mT DLED BB . R B E SCNT [ fif
V0 o8 AS 3¢ B0 Sy bk U5 5 4 4 L T O R
il 3 A PR 1R R AR IR SCNT Ay 25 B 3%
R, JE K FEAR IR, R A AR A ) R A
FMIAE. 75 e 2 %) SCN [ fift 1 35 1
2.3 SCN™ M &ERHENLIERANEI

A LB — H R LR KB bR A B e T A
B, AR RN By 32 FE AL R K 22 RS YL i 1
FIPEFRDTI, g SCN- XA fL it B RS2, M
AL B A ST R O2 356 5 H H/KIRGE .
ARG KSCN g 47 R 85256, LA H oK
1R 28 KRR R 2B 4y Bk B e SCNT 5 = ROk B AR
b, %52 02 15K SCN - KR 1k 52 v fE 1 1 748
fb. 43Hr SCN™ 1 B file Ko s & B, O2 ¥5 e B 1%
SCN™ iy R AR 9218, LIk E 110~580 mg -
L'YEE M SCN™ 162 )% 34 h e K LB T
16 mg « L', [ SCN™ A B B f B i NH, 3
WA, XA AR R NH-N. NO, -N., NO, -N
14 e B B ik mT A 2200 A

KEER =R AR, W 6~ &l 8 TR,
fSCN™ HOmg+* L' HEBEREL, 02
15 PSR — B B Ak SN SR B NH, i & Bk R oA
8.0mg « L' « h', 55 B B AN b 2 B K B
NO; A MHEAE R 5.2 mg L' «h 'y HTHE—
BB LU 57 B B Ak B R P, KRR B R
NO, ¥ ZBUE, 4 NH, L2 LkBREIH—B
) A 58 4 %% A6 NO;y 6 B x. 110 mg »
L' SCN™ Hp el B & FEA% NH, py% ik 4, SCN
e B R NHL 9 5% b ol R K. SCN ¥k Ji 3K
380 mg « L'AF, 15U AH 1L T b H S B 48 R
W, 12 h ]G AR REff, HA%H 3.28 mg« L' »
h' B 7 Box, =y NO, kAR fAZ SCN
PSR F 2, SCN™ ¥R Bl &5, NO, 1 ¥R B i
Mom, NO, sE bk NO, BB ) f e, B
NO, e BRI L ., K8 Bx. NO;, 1k
B R AZ SCNT I 1 FH 5% i HG 3 — B B o o B
SCN™ ¥ K TF 380 mg » LB, NO; Y4 i #
FALN0.85 mg+ L'« h''y Zif Lk HT. I
SCN™ XF fiff £ 2o A8 W5 A~ B B 149 )52 g 339 4 400 il 7
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= KRR A 100 h DL F, A F 5K F] 300 h,
B RSN L. 450 LS B COD, @ M NH, % 45
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